
 

 

 

 

Future-Oriented Career Expo Summit: Empowering Rural Youth Through 

Scarce Skills Development 

 

1. Introduction 

 

In pursuit of our vision of equipping young people with relevant skills for the evolving 

job market, BRICS SC KZN is launching the Future-Oriented Career Expo Summit in 

Ugu District, uMzumbe. This initiative aims to empower Grade 9 learners to make 

informed subject choices and Grade 12 learners to make informed career decisions, 

exposing them to emerging and scarce skill careers that align with the future 

economic demands of South Africa. By bridging the information gap, we hope to 

inspire and equip our youth to drive growth and development in their communities 

and beyond. 

. 

2. Background & Rationale 

 

The South African job market is shifting, with traditional professions becoming 

oversaturated while new opportunities emerge in technology, engineering, data science, 

and other critical sectors. Many young people, especially in rural areas, remain unaware of 

these opportunities, often pursuing careers with limited employability prospects. 

 

The Future-Oriented Career Expo Summit on Scarce Skills seeks to bridge this information 

gap by introducing Grade 9 and 12 learners to high-demand careers, ensuring they’re well- 

equipped to contribute meaningfully to economic development. By exposing them to 

scarce skills areas, the summit will provide early exposure to career pathways vital to 

South Africa’s economic growth. 



 

 

 

3. Objectives 

 

• To empower learners with knowledge that will help them make informed career 

choices, reducing the number of unemployable graduates. 

• To facilitate direct engagement between learners and industry professionals, 

organisations, and educational institutions offering programmes in scarce skill 

sectors. 

• To create a platform for organisations to showcase their contribution to skills 

development and economic transformation in South Africa. 

 

4. Aligning with KZN SOPA 2026 

 

The Future-Oriented Career Expo Summit aligns with the 2026 KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) State 

of the Province Address (SOPA) priorities, emphasizing skills development, youth 

empowerment, and future-oriented industries. The summit focuses on careers in: 

 

• Aviation, Drones, and Maritime sectors 

• Ocean Economy for coastal communities 

• Technology, Engineering, and Data Science 

• Other scarce skills areas driving economic growth  

 

Our summit aims to: 

 

• Provide Grade 9 and 12 learners with insights into scarce skill careers aligning with 

KZN’s future-oriented industries 

• Showcase career pathways and opportunities in modern job markets 



 

 

• Connect students, educators, and industry professionals to drive economic growth              

and entrepreneurship 

• Support KZN government’s priorities by empowering rural youth for economic   

participation 

 

We’re excited to potentially expand this initiative to all 11 districts in KwaZulu-Natal, 

broadening impact. 

 

5. Target Audience 

 

• High school learners from Grade 9 to Grade 12 in the Ugu district, Umzumbe. 

• Teachers. 

• Representatives from public and private sector organisations, higher education 

institutions, and technical and vocational education and training (TVET) institutions. 

• Government agencies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and other 

stakeholders in youth development and skills training. 

• Traditional leaders 

 

 

6. Event Details 

 

• Date: 23 April 2026 

• Venue: Mthwalume Enkanini Sport Ground. 

• Time: 08:00 AM 

• Venue Capacity: 1500 

 

7. Expected Outcomes 



 

 

 

 

• Increased awareness of career opportunities in scarce skills fields. 

• Stronger partnerships between educational institutions, industry leaders, and local 

communities. 

• Empowerment of rural youth with career guidance that aligns with economic 

demands. 

 

• Greater participation of parents in shaping their children’s career choices based on 

future job market trends. 

 

8. Call for Collaboration 

 

We invite organisations, institutions, and stakeholders committed to youth 

empowerment to participate in this impactful initiative. Your support in sending 

representatives to showcase your organisation’s role in career development and 

opportunities will enhance the success of this Career Expo. 

 

We believe that this initiative aligns with your commitment to fostering youth 

development and contributing to South Africa’s future. We look forward to discussing 

this partnership further and exploring how we can work together to create a 

sustainable future for the youth in rural areas. 

 

For further engagement, please contact: 

 

MhlongoS@bricssc.org 

mailto:MhlongoS@bricssc.org

